
 
 

Cranford Mitts 

 
 
The idea for these mitts came from watching the recent BBC adaptation of Cranford by 
Elizabeth Gaskell. This gentle drama, both humorous and touching took us into the lives of 
gentlewomen of a certain age living in reduced circumstances. I noticed that many of their 
costumes included delicate mitts which they wore to ensure warm fingers in their draughty houses. 
I have adapted this idea to create some warm but delicately lacy mitts to take the edge off chilly 
spring mornings. 
 

 
 
Pattern Notes 
These mitts will fit an average sized 
woman’s hand. 

 
 
 
 
 



The stitch pattern used is Horseshoe 
Pattern from Barbara G Walker’s ‘A 
Treasury of Knitting Patterns’. 
 
Materials 
50g main and 10g contrast Yarn Yard 100% 
organic merino yarn. 
Set of four 2.5mm double pointed needles 
(or size to get gauge). 
Blunt tapestry/darning needle. 
Small amount of waste yarn. 
 
Abbreviations 
MC – main colour 
CC – contrast colour 
dpn – double pointed needle  
St – stitch(es) 
K – knit 
P – purl 
yo – yarn over 
Sl1 – slip 1st from left to right needle 
K2 tog Knit 2 stitches together 
psso - Pass slipped stitch over. 
 
Gauge 
Approximately  6 st to 1 inch (2.5 cm) using 
stocking stitch. 
 
Mitt (make two) 
With CC, cast on 50 st and divide as follows 
onto 3 needles; 
Needle 1, 20 st 
Needle 2, 10 st 
Needle 3, 20 st 
  
Join for working in the round. 
 
Work 7 rows garter stitch commencing with 
a P row. 
 
Change to MC. 
 
Start pattern as follows: 
Rows 1 and 3: K 
Row 2: (yo, K3, Sl1, K2tog, psso,K3, yo,K1) 
repeat to end 
Row 4: (K1, yo,K2, Sl1, K2tog, psso, K2, yo, 
K1,P1) repeat to end. 
Row 5 and 7: (K9, p1) repeat to end. 
Row 6: (K2, yo, K1, Sl1, K2tog, psso, K1, 
yo, K2, p1) repeat to end. 
Row 8: (K3, yo, Sl1, K2tog, psso, yo,K3,p1) 
repeat to end 
 

These 8 rows form the pattern. 
 
Repeat the 8 pattern rows 3 more times (4 
in total). 
 
Thumb Gusset 
On needle 1 and needle 3 continue to work 
horseshoe pattern as set. 
 
On needle 2, omit Sl 1, K2tog psso from 
rows 2,4,6 and 8 of the pattern. This will 
increase the number of stitches on the 
needle by two on every even numbered 
round. K all these central stitches. 
 
Repeat the 8 pattern rows I more time (2 in 
total) There should now be 26 st on needle 
2. 
 
Divide for thumb 
Next row: Work stitches on needle 1 in 
established pattern. 
On needle 2,K5 then place next 16 stitches 
on a piece of waste yarn, K5. 
Work stitches on needle 3 in established 
pattern. 
 
Continue in pattern through another two 
repeats until a total of eight pattern repeats 
have been worked. 
 
Border 
Change to CC. 
Work 5 rows garter stitch, commencing with 
a K row 
Cast off reasonably firmly purlwise. 
 
Thumb border 
Distribute 16 stitches from waste yarn on 
three dpns as evenly as possible. Join CC 
and knit one round. At the end of the round 
pick up and knit one stitch from where the 
thumb joins the palm (17 stitches). 
 
Work 4 more rows garter stitch commencing 
with a purl row. 
 
Cast off purlwise. Sew in all ends. 
 
 
 
 



This design has been kindly donated to 
Médecins Sans Frontières as part of the 
p/hop project. 
 
p/hop is pennies per hour of pleasure, so 
please feel free to use this pattern, then 
donate what you think it was worth to 
you to MSF. 
 
MSF is an independent humanitarian 
medical aid organisation, committed to 
providing medical aid wherever it is 
needed, regardless of race, religion, 
politics or gender.  
 
We currently work in over 60 countries 
helping victims of war, natural disasters, 
disease epidemics and those who simply 
have no access to even basic healthcare. 
For more info, please visit 
www.msf.org.uk 
 
To donate or find out more about p/hop, 
please visit the p/hop blog at  

www.p-hop.co.uk. 
 
Thank you for supporting MSF! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Jane can be contacted at: 
jane@lithgow1438.freeserve.co.uk 
 
Follow her knitting and spinning adventures 
here: 
http://janesprobablyknitting.blogspot.com/ 

 
Copyright 

Jane Lithgow February 2008 
Please do not distribute this pattern without 

my prior permission. 
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